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(54) IMAGE ENCODING SYSTEM 
(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To reduce the frequency of the continuous 
generation of insignificant blocks consisting of only insignificant 
coefficients by setting a threshold value smaller for a low 
frequency component than for a high-frequency component, and 
also making quantization step width smaller for the low 
frequency component than for the high-frequency component 
CONSTITUTION: A coefficient decision part 1 1 compares 
respective components of a coefficient signal sequence {Yij} with 
the threshold value set by a selector 1 7 to decide between 
significant coefficients whose component values are larger than 
the threshold value and insignificant coefficients whose 
component values are smaller than the threshold value. When a 
conversion coefficient Yij corresponding to a low-frequency 
component is inputted to a control part 1 2, the selector 1 7 
selects a threshold value (t) and when a conversion coefficient 
Yij corresponding to a high-frequency component is inputted to 
the control part 1 2, a threshold value T is selected. In this case, 
T>(t). The quantization step width of a quantization part 1 3 is 
set to (d) for the low-frequency component and to D for the 
high-frequency component, and D>(d). 
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